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Hio  t'ottnlion  I'C-dqunrters  ’■'uilbir.g  ■■'as  construsto.'i  by  tr^'er'  labor  one’ 
the  bGOib.quarters  be'C.'.o'to  cperaticnol  on  19  Auc  6?  -at  "bich  tine  it  assu;’oe’ 
co!.r'.:.nfl  ('-dtheut  operational  control)  of  the  131st  l.'C  (oncon  J2  l-'fXV),  the 
220th  RAC  (ci-con  0-2  Air  Ad’/iscr  I  Corps),  the  282ne’  /“C  (orcon  G-3  .'‘dvisor 
I  C-erp.s),  an  ’  the  I  Corps  i.rrjv  '.via t.-’ or,  Clericnt .  T’-.o  215th  ^T,  j';incr!  the 

F.at'  elicn  cn  its  a?'rival  fror;  cri-liC  on  8  October  1967.  'Dao  H.-;e'-’quartrn's 
Co.'  p'ny  ccnstructec'  billets  rond  rro’eared  ,a  ceto.ericnt  rr'ea  for  the  now  Aohewk 
cc'i  .’■■/•.ny  rtilizinp  tVAAlOX  kits,.  Tne  unit  ’-dll  be  o'-'con  0.-2  Illrd  Marino 
i  mph-i hi '"is  , Force.  Subordinate  units  continued  operating  during  and  after 
transfer  ’'df-out  siynific-'nt  c!.g.n,ges. 


T’lo  229t,h  T/.C  vdtb  Hq  at  due  Phu  ’o.ai  and  platoons  at  O', an™, 

Hue  Citadel,  Fhu  Rai,  and  Ouang  Ugai  centinued.  visu-"'!  reconn-'i ssance  oper¬ 
ations  covering  the  entire  I  Corjis  Tacitcal  Zone  during  t’^'e  reporting  ooried. 
Its  routine  oper.'.ti  ns  v/ors  ru  .ctuated  ’-dth  several  outst.anding  actions  cn 
the  p;  rt  cf  C.at  Killer  pilots,  i.n  flVA  artillery  battery  firing  fron  Forth 
of  tho  Di-.Z  on  UO  Marines  at  Con  Thien  was  silenced  vdth  Gat  Killer  directed 
air  strikes,  ajid  a  rocket  ..attack  cn  Da  Nang  Air  Rase  was  broken  uo  \-hcn 
a  220th  pilot  located  .and  directed  .''rtillerj'  on  rocket  firing  positions. 

Al.so  during  this  period,  the  company  iri'^'roved.  its  Hq  area  with  the  construction 


of  .a  theater,  day  room,  logistics  complex. 


^R.CrritO 


and  Officer's  Club.  ^ 

Tp  Ii  Dm-nv-nded  at  3  years  intervals; 
Decla.''.''  ’’iel  tfier  12  year.'; 
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c.  The  ^45th  SAC  .ar’'i\'od  at  Marble  Mountain  Ar’r  Fa-'-ility,,  Da  Nang 
on  8  Oobober  'ivt?  f'.v''-.  F- T.^wis,  '•R‘.:h:ing::  n  where  the  uiii  '>  ' =  a.ctivated 
and  trained.  The  unit  r.jir;'.e.liately  began  putting  I'in'.J.  t'."..rl-ies  on  their  new¬ 
ly  cone-.ructed  billets  and  raap  facilj.ties  and  preparing  to  receive  their 
aircraft  and  equipment.  The  pilots  received  rm-cnmitry  orientation  from  32 
and  33,  212th  Aviati.on  Battalion  and .area  flight  orientation  and  check  rides 
from  the  IS  1st  SAG.  Their  cvm  Moiiavdts  arrived  on  24  October  aiid  with  re¬ 
vetments,  comraunicatiens,  electronics,  maintenance,  and  operations  facilities 
completed  by  company  labor;  the  unit  wont  operational  on  1  November  19^7. 


d.  The  282nd  AHC  continued  to  provide  outstanding  support  to  the 
I  Corps  Advisory  Effort  during  tho  reporting  period  with  sections  at  Quang 
Ngai  and  Hue  Citadel  and  the  Co  (-•)  at  Da  Nang.  The  company’s  Gun  Platoon 
provided  fire  support  throughout  the  Corps  area  winning  high  praises  and 
credit  for  such  action  as:  Far.ting  a  night  attack  cn  an  encircled  isolated 
USMC  platoon  at  ni'.f.t:  and  sinking  ninety  six  sanpans  in  one  night  on  a 
three  ship  Firefly  mission.  The  company  continued  its  building  program  with 
the  cj-nplcrion  of  a  new  supply  building  and  personnel  burlrers.  Paint:r;g 
of  it's  buildu'igs  made  the  28. nd  cantoment  area  one  of  the  best  in  I  Corps, 


3,  i3'st  S.'iC  '■•i.r  tinned  opierations  in  support  of  J2  MCV. 

Th^  CT.r;.Kr.y  p.\ '.pared  its  billet  ^.rea  for  the  forthcoming  monsoon  season 
vr.th  -rproo.-C.- 1.3  for  its  bui'.d:l''g  and  completing  drainage  ditches.  New 
r.'j.iy  f  :',c'..l.‘.t;  es  o.or.plctod  dui'in,;  the  quarter  wi.ll  decrease  congestion  at 
the  Fhu  Bai  r  .Pic  1.1 . 


(c)  i:;';Ei.LiGEhtE 


a-  Enemy  activity  during  the  reporting  period  .in  the  batta.lion 
operational  auea  (t..c  entire  ICTZ)  was  characterized  by  attacks  by  fire  on 
key  instr.llatiouc  v.-ltii  rocketr.  and  a.rtille.r.y,  mortar  and  cmaDJ.  aamis  ass  I’-ilts 
on  isola.bed  outposts,  and  LGC  interdiction  by  sapper  attacks.  Large  size 
NVA  and  VC  main  .force  units  continue  to  attempt  to  envade  large  scale  friendly 
opera"" ions.  Gcne~'clly  encry  activitie.s  had  but  minis^al  effect  on  battalion 
operations,,  H. ra.infall  in  early  October  engendered  hea^y  flooding  in 
the  southern  p."’eo,luding  reulenishment  rf  Class  V  supplies  at  the  Quang 

Ngai  aj- I'ld  by  tra-:.;  from  Chu  Lai  but  otheinv.'Lse  not  hempering  operations. 
Loss  oi  fiptng  tii-ne  due  to  weather  and  flooding  during  tlie  period  was  neg¬ 
ligible  ,  Anti  aircraft,  fire  had  foLlowing  results  during  the  quarter. 
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b,  (C)  220th  vra.s  not  spvorcly  haaincred  by  encray  activities  though 

each  platoon  I'as'-;  (Hue  Citadel,  Hong  Ha,  Oa  Hanv,  and  Ouanf-  Krai)  was 
a.ttacKed  by  rocket  or  nort.-r/artillcr’''  fire  during  reporting  n'^riod. 

The  Dong  Ha  Platoon  v;as  r.-locntcd  to  ^hu  Hai  when  facilities  at  t’^'e  IF'f'C 
Rase  ,at  Dong  Ha  were  heavily  daii!''ced  in  th<=  1?  Aug  mortar/rocket/  artillery 
attack.  The  unit  suffered  only  one  '‘'fir  as  r.  result  of  these  attacks.  Ho 
aircraft  wore  damag-rd. 

c.  (C)  2H2nd  gunships  flying  Firefly  missions  in  Quanp  rigfi  province 
have  reported  receiving  heavj’  cautomatic  weapons  fire  up  to  50  calibre  and 

one  3-40.  Heitlur  the  coirpa.ny  base  at  Marble  l^ountain  nor  sections  at 
Quang  Hgai  and  Hue  have  b’en  hampered  b^''  onemv  a.ctlvity  except  the  incon- 
vienco  suffered  when  refueling  facilities  at  ’Vng  Ha  in  Ouang  neovince 
were  destroyed  by  firc^ 


3.  (C)  OFF'V.TIOI'S  p:/;  n  ,'g'P  'P'TnTMG  ACTIVITI'^H 


a.  Plans:  Aircraft  revetment,  flood  control,  disaster,  and 
internal  security  plajis  were  reviewed  during  the  reporting  period.  50 
of  the  100  planned  ircraft  revetments  have  been  comrlctod  to  snocifica- 
tion.  Construction  has  hosn  started  on  41  of  the  rara'ininc  revetments 
with  non— availabl lity  of  matorirls  being  the  prlviar’''  re-son  ^'or  delay. 

Barrels  ar“  being  procured  whenever  a.nd  wherever  .avavilablc.  Intcm.al 
security  plans  and  personnel  bunkers  vdth  overhead  cover  have  been  com¬ 
pleted  for  all  units  and  installations  with  imorover-cnts  and  refinement 
to  continue.  Hevcral  real  and  rracticr-  -lerts  have  been  conducted  at  all 
base  areas.  Flood  control  nlans  are  considered  unnecessary  for  212th 
units.  Unit  b-se  sroas  r,nd  GVH  flood  relief  plans  are  s  uch  that  evaluation 
of  unit  personnel  or  oquipment,  or  signifigant  derogation  o^  operation.cal 
capabilities  bv  a  civil  flood  relief  ci’fort  are  cons', dererl  irnrei"'-] e.  The 
largest  effort  in  ’-Icnning  has  been  ex'-onded  toi.-nrds  tbo  rece’^tion 
245th  H  C  vuid  its  orientrtion  and  integration  intc  tl-e  battalion  md  com¬ 
bat  operations.  Most  of  the  gr' und  vrork  v^as  laid  prior  to  f-e  unit's 
arrivaJ.  and  final  co-ordination  and  liaison  permitted  the  unit  to  e-sily 
meet  its  operational  readiness  da'-e  of  1  Hovenber  67. 

. 0peration|  \ 

s  flew  15,462  sorties  and  15,143  hours  in  | 
support  of  .'iPVN  and  Fid  M'.F  in  'L  Corps  during  the  reporting  period.  ^  j 

bunkers  were  destroyed,  and  496  VC  and  were  confirmed  killed  by  212th  I 
units  v.dLth  an  additioncal  570  probable.  ^3  sampans  were  destroyed  and  | 
279  damared  priniarily  by  the  282nd  AHC  gvin  platoon  av'd  488  nersonnel  were  ; 
med  evaqed  bj*  212th  units.  212th  aircraft  were  airborne  every  d?v  in  tbe^J 
*“lfGTZ"' sjupporting  Special  F^ces, /JVVIJ,and  more  than  10  separate  U8KC  oper^£ions 
and  exjercising  alrriost  all  iVoto  capabilities  and  methods  of  employment  of 
assigned  aircraft.  The  batValion  v;as  instrumental  in  the  establishjnept  of 
an  I  cjorps  Visual  reconnaissance  Co-ordination  svstera  under  the  control  of’ 
G-2  Air  I  Corps.  The  system  integrates  and  coobdiaates  the  VP  efforts  of 
all  Ajiriy,  AirForce,  and  Marine  observation  p.irplanes  in  the  ICTZ  and  is 
dosigAed  to  insure  complete  coverage  of  t  he  zone  while  preventing  wasteful 
duplication  of  effort.  The 'I  Corps  Array  Aviation  IHenent  assisted  iri’the 


(1 


_ V 

(C)  ^2th  unit 
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co-ordination  of  several  ALVU  coniba.t  assaults  usina  the  bo-ttaljon's 
282nd  i'.HG  and  U'^HC  helicopters,  Rn  Pathfi.nders  r.articipate'"'  in  four 
con’hat  asscaults  prior  to  their  boinp  reassigned. 

(2)  (c)  220th  C  pilots  flcAv  in  support  of  the  ]  st  and  2nd 

ArVU  Divisions,  the  1st  a,nd  3rd  Karine  Divisions,  the  51st  ’"epiment, 

the  five  I  Corps  provinces,  sector  hq’s,  and  Opeciel  Forces  units  in  the 
area  during  the  roportinr  period.  Di'ring  periods  of  increased  c'nci'',y  activity 
ind.ividural  Ca.t  Killer  pilots  ''lev;  up  to  12  hours  dailr,  Carryinc  Marine 
aerial  observers  nhen  supporting  Marine  operations  gave  Cat  Killer  Pilots 
added  capabilitios  of  directing  Karine  air  strikes  on  irr.'.ndi.ate  tar'^ots. 

The  I  Corps  /.rioy  Aviation  Elorent  placed  a  282nd  /DC  gunship  fire  tcajn  on 
call  for  220th  pilots  v;ho  dir 'cted  then  in  the  nestruction  of  st^veral  ^'C 
supply  s'jipans  an. I  onenr  troons  in  the  open.  On  one  occasion,  this  Cat 
Killer//, Iley  Gr.t  tc  an  pinpointed  a  VC  Battalion  vhilo  destroying  sannans 
bringing  in  supr'li'-'s.  In  another  onerationa.1  innovation,  220th  pilots 
flev;  several  hours  W.  at  ni,ght  utilizing  r.rtillerv  flares  for  illvurination 
in  v^ir.t  w,as  ccsonticallv  a  ccunter  rocket  wa.tch  over  frionDlv  installations. 
Although  this  rrorc-dure  paid  off  handsondy  in  the  dinruptirn  of  a  rocket 
attack  on  tlie  Da  Nang  Air  Base,  it  I'/as  discontinued  '-'ocausc  the  canisters 
from  the  flares  foil  dangercuslAr  near  friendly  patrols  and  outposts,  an'^ 
the  sichtings  tor  flyinc  hf.ur  v/ere  insu'’ficiently  remuner.ativc  to  iusti.fy 
the  erq-endituro  of  f'ilct  and  aircraft  tine  v.fith  toe  concomitant  diminution 
of  tbs  daylight  VFD.  effort.  .All  totaled  the  Company  flev;  5j8;'2  sorties  and 
7;A9h  b.ours  diiripg  the  p'  ricD,  Cat  Killer  directed  fire  destrovod  720 
buildings  and  d, os  •.aged  522,  destroyed  69  boats  and  dn'a.god  2?,  ];illed  177 
enemy  cenfirmeo  ccnd  570  probable,  Dnstroved  18  I'^reanons  an^'  d.cr:apoD  24, 

(3)  (C)  Hip  282nd  AHC  supporting  t.^c  I  Corps  Advism’-'r  Group, 
continued  to  pirovide  a  three  helicopter  section  to  the  1st  and  2nd  ‘PVU 
Division  /.dvisorv  te.aiAs  at  Hue  .".nd  Quang  Kgai  res’^octivclv  (laaintained  at 
100/:!  flyabl.c  at  all  tioiss).  Tee  remainder  of  the  company  supported,  the 

I  Corps  Hoadquarto'ss  vdth  a  total  ccmriutnent  of  13  slicks  and.  four  gun- 
ships -daily,  The  slicks  corjrdtrient  v;as  norraally  fulfilled,  tot  eunsbip 
availability  .averaged  three  or  loss  (see  nara  D2  belov;) .  revortheleos, 
in  addition  to  routine  st'ff  and  corr.and  and  control  support  the  282nd 
participa.bed  in  14  cop.bat  assaults  lifting  APVH  unius  ranging  in  size 
from  companies  tc  full  regiments,  v/hile  the  gunships  Avere  credited  vdth 
319  confirmed  KI/.,  340  sampans  destroyed  ajiri  87  rlanrged  during  the  report¬ 
ing  period.  The  company  received  a  xecn  searchlight  mounted  in  a  UH-ID 
for  use  on  gunship  Firefly  missions,  bAit  on  trial  the  light  proved  unac¬ 
ceptable,  Its  concentrated  becam  did  net  cover  a  su'’ficient  area,  and  its 
diffused  light  Avas  not  strong  enough  to  sufficiently  illa'iiate  a  target. 

The  gun  platoon  continues  to  use  its  locally  .fabricated  apparatus  mounting 
Air  Force  C-123  landing  lights.  '-lAen  ground  fire  against  Firefly  teams 
greA7  to  severe  inten.sity,  co-erdination  through  the  I  Corps  TOC  proAn.ded 
the  .dloy  Cats  with  a  FAC,  flrareship,  and  TAC  air  to  blast  the  AA  i^ositicns. 
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ik)  (C)  The  13: St  SC  flew  2,955  hours  in  sr'Toxi  separate 
operations  supporting  Task  Force  77  and  7th  Air  Force.  Sorab  damage 
assesment  as  a  result  of  their  slar/VR  efforts  totaled; 


Trucks  destroj'-ed  260 

Secondary  explosions  509 

Sccondar-'’-  Fires  IIBU 

Gun  positions  d'^stroycd  1 

37/57r.iri  sites  destroyed  9 

37/ 57nirii  sites  dan'  ^ed  2 

Structures  destroyed  6 

2Crrm  guns  destroyed  1 

FOI  Fires  1 


The  unit  is  cuircntly  conducting  extensive  training  to  build  and  main¬ 
tain  proflcir’^cv  of  technical  obser’sers  and  in  preparation  for  receipt  of 
OVl-C  IR  aircraft. 

Ayioriics  problems  (see  nara  below)  limit  the  unit  to  only  five  of  their 
thirteen  airplanes  flyable  under  IFF  conditions. 

c.  (U)  Training:  All  assigned  units  engaged  in  a  iraining  program 
emphasizing  conmnd  information,  physical  security,  wea,pons  .familiarization, 
flight  standardization,  and  OJT  during  the  quarter.  Decentralized  training 
was  necessitated  by  scattered  unit  statinning  and  disparity  of  work  schedules, 

4.  LOGISTICS. 

a.  (U)  Supplies:  During  the  reporting  period  fuel  bladders 
were  obtained  and  installed  at  tbe  Quang  Ugai  airfield  to  provide  limit¬ 
ed  refueling  for  0-1  and  UH-1  aircraft  supporting  the  2nd  FVU  Div  there. 

The  establishnicnt  of  a  forward  support  element  by  Da  Fang  Sub  Area  (1st 
Log  Command)  at  Phu  Bai  alleviated  mnny  problems  that  units  t’-iere  v;ere 
experiencing  in  procurei/.ent  and  storage  of  all  classes  of  supplies.  A 
fire  truck  has  'ten  requisitioned  for  use  at  Ouang  Fgai  airfield  where 

no  fire  fighting  equipment  currently  exists,  and  liaison  has  been  effect¬ 
ed  with  the  I  Corps  C— 4  Advisor  to  obtain  fire  fighting  equipment  at  the 
Hue  Citadel  airfield.  Most  necessary  items  of  eouipment  and  supplies,  ex¬ 
cept  large  size  ballistic  helmets  and  chest  protectors,  seem  to  be  on  hand 
and  av?i-lable  in  various  derjots  if  they  cm  be  located  within  the  depots, 

A  search  of  supply  yards  at  Da  Lang,  Qui  irhon,  and  Cam  Rahn  Bay  revealed 
a  signifigant  quantity  of  a  variety  of  needed  items  that  were  not  ] isted 
on  depot  stock  records  and  reported  as  unavailable, 

b,  (C)  Maintenance  efforts  of  212th  imits  corr^inue  to  be 
hampered  by  tt^e  tLie  required  to  obtain  repair  parts  and  e^d  items  from 
the  battalion's  DS  T/Ji  unit  located  a.t  Qui  llhon  142  miles  from  tbe  nearest 
company  headquarters  (7-14  days  required  to  transport  snare  parts),  /verage 
percentage  of  aircraft  flyable  by  type  by  month  durinw  the  period  was  as 

f  ollo’’;3 : 
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TYPE 

AUG 

SKP 

OCT 

OV-1 

80.12 

76.0 

77,4 

U-lj\ 

0 

20 

100 

0-1 

S3. 4 

92,5 

88,7 

UH-ID 

76,5 

67,0 

77,9 

-UH-IB 

74.1 

63,9 

82,6 

■'^•Percentage  represents  guns'^^ips  flyahle  and  does  not  reflect  .average 
nercentage  aircraft  vdth  weapons  systems  operational. 

The  UH-lB's  utilize  the  XM--16  armament  system  for  which  renair  rants 
have  been  consist-mtly  unavail.aMe,  Requisitions  through  normal  channels 
have  »'rovc-r.  ur.fr'-itful  es  v^as  in  large  measure  a  visit  by  a.n  arninraent 
contact  tenm  fro,”!  the  03  m-vintena'ace  unit.  The  unit  vras  able  to  maintain 
approximately  37/^  of  it’s  assigned  armed  UH-IB' s  mission  r^'a'-’y  only  thru 
the  ingenuity  of  the  members  of  the  gun  platoon. 

5.,  CIVIL  AFFiir;,S 

a.  The  battalion’s  519th  Medical  Detachment  paid  approxjjnatoly 

6  RJCDC.' P  visits  to  the  Thong  Due  5th  Special  Dorccs/MACV  outpost.  Patients 
were  examined  and  a  variety  of  illnesses,  ranging  from  s’'in  infection  to 
gunshot  v.'ounds  and  malaria,  wore  trc.?.ted.  In  con^iunction  vdth  Special 
Forces  .a.”id  rii'.CV  medics,  .arrangements  were  made  to  evacuate  the  more  serious 
cases  to  a  nearby  Vietnamese  Province  Fospital  for  treatment.  'Phe  arrival 
of  the  212th  A-vn  ’hi  and  the  2A5th  SAC  aviators  increased  the  519th  Medictol 
Detachment's  work  load  by  approrimately  450  personnel  and  Presently  obviates 
the  continuation  of  the  MEDCAP  pro''ran.  Plans  are  bc'V.ig  m.adc  to  rcinstitute 
the  progrmn  v;hcn  more  medical  personnel  become  available.  Do  statistics 
were  kept. 

b.  The  282nd  Assault  Helicopter  Comr-ajiy,  in  a  'dition  to  civilian 

med  evacs,  contributes  to  the  civic  action  pro  pram  with  spont.'-neous  con¬ 
tributions  to  the  Catholic  Sacred  Heart  Ophanage  at  Dp  'pj-.p  nrimar','" 

source  of  these  contributions  are  in^^ividual  solicitations  bv  company 
personnel  of  foniilios  and  f  rganizatiens  in  C0?’US,  Though  nonrav.ailibil ity 
of  administrative  personnel  precludes  keeping  statistics,  the  support  they 
have  given  is  thought  to  have  been  significant.  A  concerted  effort  is 
being  made  to  amass  gifts  for  th-j  forthcoming  Christmas  season. 

6,  (C)  PETSOFin.  .AFP  ;.DF.I’'IST’7.TI0M 

a.  Liaison  and  co-ordination  facilitated  a  relatively  smooth 
transfer  of  personnel  -and  fiua.nce  records  of  750  officers  and  664  of  the 
three  in-country  units  from  the  223rd  to  the  212th  Batta.lion,  These  sub¬ 
ordinate  units  reported  an  almost  immediate  improvement  in  .-".ll  types  of 
personnel  and  fin^-nce  acti-ns  stemming  primarily  from  the  vast  reduction  in 
dist.ancc  betvrecn  .finance  and  personnel  sections  and  the  units  served.  In 
addition,  all  personnel  records  were  screened  -and  ^■'rought  up  to  d.?te; 
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(PCS-C'-''.^'0R-65) 

records  v/ere  t-aken  to  Fhu  Ba.i  so  that  individuals  stat  oned  could 

check  their  ovna  records;  a  m.'-r  suspense  svsten  vns  devised  for  timely 
completion  of  Officer  Effic-i  -.^y  r  eports  and  Commanders  livalnatidnc; 
and  closer  controls  were  established  to  insure'  personnel  de"'^rtpd  be¬ 
fore  DEPOS,  The  31  officers  and  311  enlisted  personnel  of  the  2A.5th  G'C 
were  oriented,  in  processed,  and  had  their  records  checked  anr'  brought  up 
to  date  individually  in  a  smooth  ,  efficient  operation  that  lasted  hut  ' 
a  few  hours. 

b,  (c)  There  have  been  31  officer  and  73  enlisted  replacements 
in  nrocessod,  and  33  officers  end  95  enlisted  personnel  outurocessed  since 
the  battalion  hq  became  onerational.  Battalion  iinits  have  suffered  1  KIA, 

^  WIA,0  MIAji  Non  combat  deaths, and  2  combat  injuries  during  the  quarter. 
WO  Gene  Easley  of  the  2K?nd  AHC  v;as  killed  on  12  Eeptenber  while  f]  ving 
a  UH-IB  pimsbip  providin'r  fire  support  for  'PVN  troons  in  contact.  The 
company  diWic'too  ith  nevf  officer's  club  to  him. 

'fhe  220th  PAG  changed  commanders  tvri.ee  d\'ring  the  reporting  rieriod 
as  Lajcr  (Iccrge  Woods  ass"it.Kxl--T:oimiand  from  JIa,i  Courtney  Enith  Jr  a,nd  then 
turned  the  company  over  to  Waj  Gary  Clark  two  months  later.  A  critical 
shortage  of  exToerienced  aircraft  maintenance  personnel  hpjnpcrs  bhe  ef.forts 
of  all  units,  'forsonnel  reouisition  have  been  submitted),  .Rn  pat'^Ginders 
were  all  reassigned  as  of  31  Oct  67. 

Authorized  and  asigned  strength  for  212th  Units  as  of  31  ^ct  67  were; 


AUTHO.PIZED 

A 

pciGPED 

UNIT 

OFF 

WO 

Ebi 

TOT.'L 

OFF 

WO 

M 

TOTAL 

HHC 

21 

2 

86 

109 

15 

3 

.79 

97 

519th  ^^ed  T)et 

1 

0 

8 

9 

1 

0 

8 

9 

131st  G.'C 

37 

3 

244 

284 

24 

2 

220 

246 

220th  R..C 

41 

1 

112 

154 

23 

4 

88 

115 

134th  Med  Det 

1 

0 

8 

9  ■ 

1 

0 

9 

10 

231st  Gig  Det 

1 

0 

8 

9 

1 

0 

10 

11 

282nd  AHC 

15 

52 

155 

222 

10 

45 

153 

208 

484th  TC  Det 

1 

1 

71 

73 

1 

1 

55 

57 

504th  Sig  Det 

0 

1 

9 

10 

0 

1 

12 

13 

245th  SAC 

17 

19 

237 

273 

29 

0 

232 

261 

647th  TC  Det 

1 

1 

61 

63 

1 

0 

58 

59 

538th  SC  Det 

0 

1 

22 

23 

1 

0 

22 

23 

TOTAL: 

1238 

1102 

c.  (u)  Morale  and  discipline  within  the  battalion  are  considered 
to  be  outstanding  an.'l  getting  better.  There  was  one  special  (A’--'DL)  and  two 
summary  court  mai'tial  (disrespect  and  misappropriation)  convened  during 
the  reporting  ocribd*  The  fbllo;riLng  av/ards  v/ere  shbitiittbd  ond  approved  during 
the  reporting  period. 
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DF.COPATIOM 

Distinguishcc’  '-'ervice  H.,  ia.l  1 

Legion  of  Horit  2 

Silver  Star  2 

Distin/Tuished  Flying  Cros:-;  27 

Bronze  Star  25 

Basic  Air  Medal  82 

Air  hedal  (OLC)  762 

Air  Medal  Y/v  14 

Array  Commendation  Medal  89 

Array  Commendation  10 

Purple  Heart  4 

Vietnamese  Cros;_  c  J  Gallantry  4 

Vietnarp.-'S:  Iioncr  Mc-dcal  2 

T0T;L-.  t024 


7r  OTHER  "  ■ 


rpTr,cvi',T>|;>Tr.B 


1 

14 

23 

58 

469 

13 

35 

3 

5 

2 

623 


a,  (C.i  Signal; 

(l)  After .arrival  in  countr/  a  ;^ire  teletype  circuit  and  a 
direct  te'^nphone  circuit  from  the  servicing  area  telephone  snitchboard  to 
17th  Group  vrere  installed  v/ithin  a  months  However  maintenance  and  co¬ 
ordination  problems  precluded  reliable  vdre  teletype  communications  until  ■ 
recently.  Coraniunications  ^dth  subordinate  units  was  quickly  established 
with  re.mlar  area  telephone  circuits  and  a  sole  user  telephone  circuit  to 
the  unit  operations  base  at  Hue  Phu  .Bai.  Teletype  traffic  to  Phu  Bai  is 
sent  through  the  I  Corp  /Advisory  Tean  Coranunico.tirns  Center. 

.  (2)  The  unit  is  experiencing  ccnsidera’''le  difficultv  in  the 

raaintenance  of  the  CN  709  gyro  used  in  the  FH  105  integrated,  flight  system. 
Nineteen  gyros  .arc,  in  support  maintenance  for  repair  and  five  are  awaiting 
transportation.  Only  five  of  all  .avros  issued  are  operational.  Tack  of 
test  equipment  to  repair  the  .'r3/APK-52  tacan  s?rstera  at  comuany  and  GS  Maint 
level  precludes  repair  of  the  system. 

b.  (C)  Safety:  The  Battalion  suffered  the  fclloWing  incidents/ 
a/’ci dents  during  the  quarter; 


Vehicle  accidents  2 
Precautionary  landings  4 
Aircraft  crashes  3 
Forced  landings  4 
Incident  damage  1 
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SECTIOM  II:  Comander’s  Observations  and  ^ecoirr  endations 
P/JIT  I:  Lessons  Learned: 

1.  (C)  Operations; 

a.  (U)  ITEM;  Search  of  orisoners  before  boarding  aircraft 

Dr.SCUSSIO?Ir.  A  pilot  directed  to  transport  a  US  Ma.rine  who' 
had  gone  brserk  and  killed  another  ar.icrican  a  few  hours  prior  to  the  flight, 
accepted  the  1st  liGut?''.ant  custodian's  word  that  he  bad  ncrsonally 

searched  the  prisoner  "I'd.th  a  fine  tooth  comb”.  During  the  flierht  the  ( 

Marine  was  restrained  v/ith  only  a  seat  belt  and  had  complete  freedom  of  use 
of  his  hands.  On  arrival  at  destination,  a  search  revealed  t\>ro  fragmentation 
greraides  .rn  the  person  of  the  prisoner. 

CBSERVATIOW;  lAW  the  AC's  responsibilit’''  for  the  safety 
and  security  of  his  caircraft,  all  dan'-erous  prisoners  should  be  thoroughly 
searched  by  ^  crev;  member  under  the  supervision  of  the  aircraft  commander 
and  sufficient  restraint  imposed  to  preclude  interference  with  crew  members 
and  airciaft  controls  in  flight. 

b.  (C)  "T3I;  Identification  of  FAC  by  Jot  Aircraft 

nscUSSION:  F<ast  moving  tactic”!  aircraft  often  experience 
difficulty  in  identif,^'lng  olive  drab  FAC  aircraft  upon  arrival  at  lendezuous 
points.  This  results  in  a  critical  dela'"-  in  attacking  fleeinr  targets. 

OBSERVATION:  Almost  immediate  ” -'entifi cation  can  be  obtained 
by  the  activation  of  a  smoke  grenade  attached  to  :he  FAC  aircraft  (six  inches 
from  the  fuselage  below  the  observer's  vrindow). 

c.  (C)  1104;  Marking  personnel  targets  vdtb  hand  smoke  grenades 

DISCUSSION:  Many  0-1  pilots  exoerienceing  difficulty  X'dth 
smoke  rockets,  or  having  run  out  of  them,  nark  locations  of  cn'Jny  personnel 
for  tactical  fighters  vdth  hand  held  smoke  grenades,  Enemv  personnel  fardliar 
xvith  this  procedure  have  recently  begun  to  sm.other  smoke  grenades  with  loose 
dirt  or  s^nd  to  preclude  identification. 

CPSFRVATTON:  Ibe  concurrent  dropping  of  a  tear  gas  and.  a 
smoke  grenade  has  proven  to  ^”0  an  effective  ceuntermeasure, 

d.  (c)  ITEM:  Locating  VC  bunkers  and.  tunnel  entrances. 

DISCUSSION:  VP  aircraft  are  given  the  mission  to  find, 
fortified  houses,  bunkers,  and  tunnel  entr''.nces  in  VC  dominated  areas  prior 
to  a  ground  operation  in  the  area.  The  nilot  often  arrives  on  station  to 
find  pcas.ants  peacefully  going  about  their  tasks  with  no  bunkers  or  tunnels 
in  sight. 
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OBSET'.VATICIi;  The  dropping  of  a  ha.mlo3s  hand  hold  smoke 
grenade  often  sends  these  roaoants  scurr^ring  for  canouflaged  hiinlcers  and. 
tunnels  or  into  one  or  two  of  several  houses  in  a  nearby  village,  (villagers 
associate  snoke  vdth  inoendino  air  strikes). 

2.  (U)  Other: 

a.  Signal 

(1)  ITF?';  Lon;:  range  Fit  conr.uncations 

DISCUSSION The  battalion  headquarters  at  Da  Fang  was 
reqvircd  to  establish  relio’:/lo  radio  cor'nunications  with  thn  two  conpany 
base  areas  at  F!.^.  I'lie  eases  a.re  38  nautical  niles  away  with  a 

A500  feet  Mf'u:ita:n  rai.K-.c  between.  Conventional  configurations  of  /M/VRC  -kb 
radio  and  l^G  292  antcnna.s  provided  na.r.einal  comuni cations  at  best, 

ORSIFVATIONS:  The  /iN/^/rC-46  with  the  vehicular  antenna 
tuniPg  unit  :;uauntcd  on  a  30  foot  high  AN/GRj'.-4  pole  nrovided  rnD.iahle 
corir.unie^t  i  nns  on  high  pov/er  with  squelch  on.  /m  RP  -  8  ceancial  cable 
cennsets  the  antenna  unit  to  the  radio  transmitter  and  a  vehicular  matching 
unit  cable  was  extended  using  hTl-l  cable. 

(2)  ITEJI;  Plate  trimmer  capacitor  on  .^'l/VSC  -  2 

DISCUSSION:  The  nlate  trirmor  cao^citer  on  the  unit's 
/lN/VSC-2  HF  SSB  radio  telt.'-'pe  failed  after  four  hours  of  onoratien.  'H^e  DS 
unit  could,  not  replace  the  .item  because  none  were  .availa'^lo  and  couD.d  not 
give  a  dee  out  date.  Tine  unit  has  a  high  priority  reouirenent  for  th"'  radio 
teletype  net  as  no  other  reliable  caoa.hilitv  exists  .for  maintaining  contact 
v;ith  higher  headouartors , 

OBSET’VATIOIh  The  set  has  been  o’^eratin.c  'perfectly  since 
august  vrith  the  canacitor  removed  from  the  circuit. 

b.  Safety,;  . 

(l)  IT/31:  Fuel  Drain  Rottle 

DISCUSSIOF:  ’'/ith  the  advent  of  the  monsoon  season,  it 
is  imperative  that  an  a.dequate  check  be  made  for  fuel  crntariina.tion  during 
pre-flight,  /dequate  chocking  does  not  mean  dr-'inin/^  fuel  onto  the  ground, 

OBSErv/.TIOlI:  /,  handy  '^evice  for  this  nurnosc  can  be 
fashioned  using  a  small  instant  tea  or  coffee  iar  and  an  M-14  expended 
cartridge.  Simply  bruize  the  cartridge  to  tVto  lid  of  jar  a.ftor  cutting 
off  the  b.'se  of  the  cartridge.  Construct,  if  possible,  one  per  ^'ircra.ft  to 
be  kept  in  the  aircraft  at  all  times. 
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PART  II:  Roc i^nnendat ions; 


1.  vU)  Personnel: 

a,  P'  The  current  aerial  rort  of  embarkation  for 

this  unit  for  flirhts  out  of  Gauntry  is  Cam  ''ahn  Pao'',  Da  Nanrr  is  a  POF  for 
R&R  and  COMUS  fliphts.  In-country  flights  from  Da  Ma.n,i?  to  Cam  Rahn  °av  for 
personnel  poing  on  R&P,  or  rotation  to  COFUI  unnecessarily  burdens  the  in¬ 
country  flight  system.  Additionally,  operational  exigencies  often  preclu'^e 
arrival  a.t  Cam  I’anh  in  time  scheduled  flirhts. 


’  RCOi  !i  vIDj' TION;  Procedures  should  be  established  to 
furnifh  US  .‘any  persnnro'!.  st-^ tinned  in  the  ICTZ  vrlth  quotas  for  RiStP  and  CONUS 
flights  departirg-;  from  th:.  Do.  I'.'Uig  POP. 


b.,  PPOBIEf'I;  Because  in-country  nublications  are  not 
available  in  COMUS  channels,  units  placed  on  D-l  status  are  un''ble  to  train 
their  staffs  in  in--country  administrative  procedures  or  develope  realistic 
draft  SOP's  in  COMIS,  fter  denlovment,  establishment  of  base  areas  and. 
pre'  ''ra.tians  for  meeting  operational  status  requiremonts,  precludes  irmediate 
trainina  and  development  of  SOP's. 

RECOI'IMTI'D.VTION ;  The  ma.^ior  subordin-'te  coma,nd  scheduled 
to  receive  the  unit  in-country  should  assemble  and  forward  to  the  unit  a 
complete  set  of  apnlicable  in-country  regulations  a.s  soon  as  possible  aft-^r 
the  units  fornaticn. 


\ 

\ 


2.  (C)  Logistics 


a-  (C)  PRORLEI'I:  Ref  para  7f'-C2)srction  I  a^vve. 

Support  maintanance  personnel  report  that  the  C^709  g^To  used  in  the  FD 
105  integrated  flight  s-'^stem  on  Kohawk  aircraft  must  be  sent  to  C'^MJR  for 
repair.  One  of  the  Mohav;k  units  assigned  to  t’^is  Battalion  has  nineteen 
CN709  gyros  in  fer  repair.  Gyro  is  indcspensa''le  for  IFR  Mohawk  flights,  and 
hence  critical  to  maintenance  of  the  area  aerial  survoil ] ance  pron-am. 


REC0HM91ATI0N:  /*  repair  faciJ.itv  for  the  CN709 
gyro  should  be  estahlishe'’  in  countr'/,  or  on  adequate  direct  exchansre 
prograja  instituted  ’.'dth  sufficient  float  gyros  to  raa.intain  a.  hirher  per¬ 
centage  of  OV-l's  capa>le  of  IFR  flights. 

,b,  (U)  PROW  EH:  Ref  par  4  a,  section  I  a.bove,  many 

critica.l  supply  items  care  on  hand  in  supply  yards  in-country  but  not  avail¬ 
able  to  would  be  users  becr.usc  stock  recorc's  are  not  accurate  and  to  d.ate 
in  dept  supply  offices. 


I..EC0I3'fT''D'' TICH:  Closer  control  should  be  exercised 
over  depot  inventories  and  records  to  preclude  building  excess  d.-riands  ^or 
items  on  h''nd,  and  to  get  supplies  otit  to  users  more  expeditiously. 


11 


AVGD-FC 

SUBJECT:  Operational  I’eport  -  Lessons  Learned 
(TV,SC-;J,sr(\l-65) 

{'.■''i  PROBLEM;  Base  development  has  been  a  problem 
in  the  I  Corps  rarea  and  appears  that  it’will  continue  to  be.  Military  con- 
structionj  Army  J'C''. )  projec".  requests  (DD  Form  1391)  take  longer  to  process 
than  in  II,  III,  JM  Corps  areas  due  to  the  requirement  of  cross  funding.  This 
necessitates  the  su’oraisrion  of  TO  Form  1391 ‘s  ^  to  6  months  prior  to  arrival 
of  unit  in-countiy  if  construction  is  to  begin  close  to  arrival  time  of  unit. 

RECOflEi'I.rAT'b.  i";  Vfhere  possible,  units  be  assigned ‘ loca¬ 
tions  and  sponserv'g  units  sub-’  t  1391 's  at  the  earliest  possible  date, 

3.  (U;  Rc3'M..';n  and  ■jci.-dopnent 

a.,  0"!  aircraft  receive  excessive  groiuid  fire  when 

pi' 01*1  turn  OL.  ihc  .l-n.  o  rotat  .  g  beacon  light  on  the  belly  of  the  aircraft, 

Th(.  jight  is  needed  to  prevent  nid  air  collisions. 

REC0MI'''S;'IDATI0N:  The  grimes  light  should  be  moved  to  the 
top  of  the  aircraft  where  it  could  be  seen  from  the  air  but  not  from  the  ground. 
The.  .^lector  would  have  to  be  positioned  to  exclude  excessive  light  from  the 
crchp-.  t , 
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AVGD-SC  (16  Nov  67)  Ist  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  October  1967 
(U) 

HEADQUARTERS,  17TH  COMBAT  AVIATION  GROUP,  APO  96240  27  Nov  67 

TO:  Canmanding  General,  1st  Field  Force  Vietnam,  APO  96330 

1.  (U)  The  212th  CSAB  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period 
Ending  31  October  67  is  forwarded  for  information  and  action  as  necessary. 

2,  (C)  This  Headquarters  has  reviewed  the  report  and  concurs  vri.th 
the  following  exceptions: 

a.  (C)  Reference  item  concerning  Tech  Supply  support  from  Qui 
Nhon,  Section  I,  para  4b,  page  5,  Concur.  This  has  been  a  continual 
problem  area,  however,  recent  efforts  by  the  212th  CSAB  to  resolve  this 
problem  by  establishing  a  liaison  team  at  Qui  Nhon  have  improved  this 
situation. 


b.  (C)  Reference  Armament  Maintenance,  Section  I,  para  4b, 
page  6.  Non  Concui'.  A  research  of  available  reports  indicate  282d  gun- 
ships  were  ready  S0%  of  the  time.  This  co-  pares  favorably  with  the  17th 
CAG  averages.  However,  it  is  recognized  this  was  made  possible  through 
the  resoui'cefulness  of  the  units  command  and  maintenance  personnel. 

c.  (C)  Reference  Personnel  and  Administration,  Section  I, 
para  6a,  page  6:  "....transfer  of  personnel  and  finance  records  of  750 
officers  and  664  em.,..,",  should  read  75  officers. 

FOR  THE  C0I-3-IANDFP.:  /. 

(  '  ' 
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■/  •  .  ‘  f  :  L 

/./■A.  H.  KRAPFl^ 

MAJOR,  Infantry 
Adj  utant 


(■5 


r 

r 


AVFA-GC-OT  (13  Nov  6?)  2d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending 
31  October  196?  RCS  CSFOR-65  212th  CSAB  (Uj 

HEADQUARTERS,  1  FIELD  FORCE  VlETNAiu,  APO  96350  I'  [)£C  1967 

TO:  Commanding  General,  1st  yWiation  Brigade,  APO  'ib'Wl 

This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  2i2th  Combat  Support  Aviation 
Battalion  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  for  the  quarterly  period 
ending  31  October  1967  and  concurs  with  the  basic  document  as  modified 
by  the  previous  indorsement, 

FOR  THE  COi-biAwDEh: 
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AVHGC-DST  (13  Nov  6?)  4th  Ind  (C) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  (RCS-CSFOR-65) 

lILaD'.,,U.iKTL]S,  UNiTLD  BT^iTLS  ARi^iY  VlLTNAil,  /iPU  San  Francisco  96375  2  fi  JAN  19b3 

TO:  Oomji'.ander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-UT, 

APO  96558 

1.  (U)  This  headquarters  has  revievred  the  Operational  Report-Lessons 
Le.-irned  for  the  quarterly  period  ending  31  October  196?  from  Headnuarters, 

212th  Combat  Support  Aviation  Battalion  (UjC4A)  as  indorsed. 

2.  (C)  Pertinent  counents  follow: 

a.  Reference  item  concerning  Rut  and  CONUS  flights,  page  11,  para¬ 
graph  la:  Nonconcur.  The  CONUS  passenger  channel  from  Da  Nang  goes  to 
Norton  Air  Force  Base,  San  Bernardino,  California.  There  is  no  Army  facili¬ 
ty  on  that  installation  for  receiving  and  processing  personnel.  Army  per¬ 
sonnel  entering  CONUS  at  Norton  Air  Force  Base  v;ould  be  required  to  travel 
to  Oakland  for  nrocessing.  This  would  cost  approximately  $40.00  per  man  in 
travel  pay,  and  would  delay  personnel  an  extra  day  on  their  departure  for 
leave,  in  addition,  it  is  not  considered  economical  to  operate  a  one-way 
channel  lift,  i.  e..  Da  Hang/Travis  or  Da  Nang/LcChord.  If  a  new  channel 
was  to  be  established  to  La  ^^ang  there  would  be  a  requirement  for  an  addi¬ 
tional  in-country  replacement  facility  at  that  point  which  would  be  an  ad¬ 
ded  cost.  Necessary  coordination  is  being  effected  to  have  the  unit's  RicR 
allocation  departure  point  transferred  to  Da  Nang. 

b.  Reference  item  concerning  forwarding  of  publications,  page  11, 
paragranh  lb,  a  weekly  review  is  now  conducted  by  USARV  to  detemdne 
units  requiring  in-country  publications  prior  to  deployment.  Control  pro¬ 
cedures  have  been  strengthened  to  insure  units  receive  publications  prior 
to  arriving  in-country. 

c.  Reference  itein  concerning  repair  facility  for  CN-709  gyro, 
page  ]1,  paragraph  2a:  Concur,  action  vdll  be  taken  by  this  headouarters 
to  deterndne  the  feasibility  of  repairing  the  CN-709  gyro  at  the  Floating 
Aviation  .aintenance  Facility. 

d.  iieference  item  concerning  excess  demands  for  items  on  hand, 
page  11,  oaragraph  2b:  Concur.  The  purpose  of  Project  Counter  II,  present¬ 
ly  in-country,  is  to  search  out  problems  of  this  nature  and  correct  them. 
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AVIIGC-DST  (13  Nov  67)  4th  Ind  (  C) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  (RCS-CSFOH-65) 

e.  Reference  item  concerning  b.':.se  development,  page  12,  paragraph 
2c;  and  3d  indorsement,  paragraph  2:  Nonconcur,  The  processing  time  for 
construction  requests  (iJD  1391)  is  no  longer  for  the  1  Corps  area  than  in 
other  Corps  areas.  Army  MCa  construction  in  1  Corps  is  done  by  Navy  con¬ 
struction  battalions,  not  army  engineer  troop  units.  Thus,  a  time  lag 
occurs  vvith  the  issuance  of  .-.ACV  construction  directives  through  Nayy 
channels,  xt  is  not  deemed  appropriate  or  advisable  to  obtain  construc¬ 
tion  approval  for  facilities  for  an  incoming  unit  until  after  arrival,  due 
to  the  fact  that  stationing  plans  for  these  unj.ts  are  subject  to  change. 

f.  reference  item  concerning  research  and  development,  page  12, 
paragraph  3:  Concur.  The  un.it  concerned  should  subt.iit  an  LIR  on  reloca¬ 
tion  of  the  Grimes  uight.  No  further  action  by  higher  headquarters  is 
recommended. 

3.  (U)  -''i  copy  of  this  Indorsement  vdll  be  furnished  to  the  report¬ 

ing  unit  through  channels, 

FOli  TRh  CUh- /■‘.NIJLU: 

' 

C.  S.  NAKA'ISUKASA 

Captain .  AGC 

Assislani  Adjnlani  (leiMiral 


Copy  Furnished; 

h,,  212th  Combat  opt  Avn  Bn 
h, ,  1st  Avn  Bde 


CONFIOE^IIAl 


GPOP-DTC13  Nov  67) 
SUBJECT:  Operational 

1967  from  HQ 


(U)  5th  Ind 

Report  for  the  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  October 
212th  Gbt  Spt  Avn  Bn  (UIC:  WDX4AA)  (RCS  CSFOR-65) 


HQ,  US  ARMY,  PACIFIC,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  1  MAR 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 

Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 


This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and  forwarding 
indorsements  and  concurs  in  the  report  as  indorsed. 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


7  K.  F.  OSBOtiRM 
MAJ,  AGC 
Asst  AG 
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